Presentation

Preparing for your visit to Newhaven Fort

The Parade Ground
Arrival
When you arrive at the Fort your
group will come through the
tunnel entrance onto the Parade
Ground.

Plan of the site
What to see:
The displays at the Fort take two parts:
external features you can explore freely,
including the Caponier, Ramparts, Battery
Observation Post and the Gun Emplacements
and exhibitions on important themes such as
the Home Front and the Dieppe Raid. These
are located in the Casemates, accessed from
the Parade Ground.

The Café, Guard Room & Shop, Toilets and
Children’s Play Area are all located in and
around the Parade Ground.

Newhaven Town and Harbour
Fort & Newhaven:
Newhaven was an important
port and still is today. What
types of boats can you see in
the picture?
Why did Ardagh choose this
site to build his fort on?

Casemates
Casemates: the casemates
were vaulted chambers
which were used to house
men and stores at
Newhaven Fort.
The casemates at the Fort
run all along the Parade
Ground and now contain
the exhibitions as well as
the Shop and Activity
Centre (education room).

Home Front exhibition
Home Front exhibition: You can’t tell
the story of the Second World War
without mentioning the impact it had
on everyday life in Britain, and this
exhibition, one of the biggest at
Newhaven Fort, does just that.
There is much to experience here. You
can walk through a blitzed street and
see how people tried to protect
themselves and their homes. You can
also listen to local people retelling
their wartime experiences, discover
the changing role of women, learn
about the many restrictions on civilian
life, consider what it was like to be an
evacuee, and see how little you would
have to eat – but at least the diet was
healthy!

Dieppe & D-Day exhibition
D-Day & Dieppe: The ill-fated
Dieppe raid of 1942 and the
Normandy landings of 1944
have particular relevance to
the story of Newhaven’s
Second World War.
Explore the town’s
involvements with these
momentous events, discover
why the Canadian
involvement in the Dieppe
Raid is still remembered
today and listen to the
poignant memories of the
survivors.

Caponier
Caponier: Steps led down
through the cliff to the
Caponier which was a
defensive position that
defended the beach and
the line of the cliffs. It is
also where the fort’s ghost
is said to reside.

Gun Emplacements
Gun Emplacements: When
the Fort was built it was
armed with muzzle loading
guns – in other words the
shells were loaded down the
gun barrel. These were
replaced in 1902 by two
modern breech loading sixinch guns, with a range of
seven miles, and two smaller
guns. Today there is one of
each of these guns in
emplacements on the
ramparts.
In 1943 a new battery was
built on Castle Hill, to the
west of the Fort, to replace
the guns in the Fort.

Battery Observation Post
Battery Observation Post:
Battery Observation Post was
built around 1902 and was the
nerve centre of the fort. Here
the coast was watched for
enemy movements and in the
event of an enemy attack
would have commanded the
guns and defence of the fort.

