
A Helper’s Guide 
 

Welcome to Newhaven Fort. This short 

guide will help you make the most of 

your visit here. 

 

 

Theatre 

The film in the theatre details the 

history of the site from Roman times to 

the post World War Two era. It runs for 

12 minutes throughout the day starting 

on the hour, at 20 minutes past and 20 

minutes to the hour. 

 

The Fort Collection 

A display of photographs and other 

artefacts donated to the Fort in recent 

times. Also contains a display relating 

to the Holocaust. 

 

The Fort and Newhaven 

Find out how the fort and harbour have 

developed together over the years. 

Displays include a time line and 

detailed model of the Fort. 

 

Life in the Fort 

Find out what life was like for the 

soldiers and their families living in 

Newhaven Fort. Watch out for the 

Sergeant Major! 

 

School Room 

On the walls are many captioned 

photographs of life on the Home Front, 

which contain a great deal of useful 

information.  

 

Sussex Land, Sea and Air 

The County’s many naval and 

regimental connections are well 

represented here. Also on display are 

parts from a V-1 Flying Bomb – the 

dreaded ‘Doodlebug’ - push the button 

and hear its fearful noise. 

 

Sussex and Surrey Yeomanry 

Yeomanry regiments were first raised 

over two hundred years ago to counter 

the many invasion threats to this 

country and they continued to be an 

important part of the British Army, 

serving in major conflicts worldwide. 

This is a fascinating collection of 

uniforms, medals and other artefacts 

detailing the history of these two 

famous Yeomanry regiments.  

 

Royal Observer Corps – WW2 and 

Nuclear Defence 

Formed prior to WW2 the ROC reported 

and recorded the movements of enemy 

and friendly aircraft.  

Two rooms depict the history of one of 

the most important elements of 

Britain’s air defence. 

 

Dieppe and D-Day 

Many of the troops involved in both the 

Dieppe raid and D-Day landings left 

from Newhaven. The Dieppe and D-Day 

exhibit shows a particularly poignant 

four-minute audio-visual presentation 

of the Dieppe raid and the D-Day 

landings, complimented by a fine 

collection of models and artefacts. 
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D-Day Training at Newhaven 



The Home Front 

This is the main focus for the Home 

Front worksheet. Please allow plenty of 

time for completion. Take a look at the 

blitzed house, showing the effects of a 

bombing and experience an air-raid in 

our recreated street shelter. Be aware 

that some children may find this 

distressing. Encourage the children to 

imagine how they would feel if this 

were a real air raid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grand Magazine 

Barrels of gunpowder were stored in the 

Grand Magazine. The area was lighted 

by candles, placed behind glass 

windows to keep their flame away from 

the dangerous gunpowder and serviced 

via a narrow lighting passage. 

The nearby Laboratory is where shells 

were filled with explosive before being 

taken to the guns. 

 

First World War 

Situated in the former Officer’s 

Quarters, there is a vast amount of 

information, interactive displays, a 

trench scene and artefacts relating to 

this terrible conflict. 

 

The Eastern Magazine and Caponier 

Situated under the First World War 

exhibit, the Eastern Magazine’s rooms 

were used to store shells and huge 

amounts of gunpowder.  

The Caponier was built to allow soldiers 

to get back from the Fort to the beach 

to repel attackers and is where the Fort 

ghost is said to haunt. Be careful on the 

Caponier steps – there are over 70 of 

them to the bottom and you have to 

climb back up! 

 

Cliff top Gun Emplacements 

Pupils will enjoy the exploring the guns 

on the ramparts. Point out the way that 

the guns and position of the Fort 

defended Seaford Bay and the harbour 

of Newhaven from seaborne attack. 

Please make sure that children are 

supervised at all times, especially in 

adverse weather. 

 

Facilities 

The Searchlight Café is open for light 

refreshments and snacks between 

March and October and for tea and 

coffee at other times. 

Souvenirs can be purchased from the 

shop located in the Guard Room. 

Toilets are located in the main entrance 

tunnel. 

 

General Information 

Children should be supervised at all 

times for their own safety and to gain 

the maximum benefit from their visit. 

In the event of first aid being required 

please ask a member of staff in the 

Guard Room shop. 

In the event of an emergency the 

assembly point is on the parade ground 

between the Searchlight Café and the 

Romney Hut. 

The Adventure playground is for use of 

the Under 12s only. 

When in doubt about anything please 

ask a member of Fort staff. 

Finally, enjoy your visit!! 
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